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RoHS - Keeping up with the World’s Legislation 

Restricted substance legislation has had a profound effect on manufacturers of electrical and 
electronic products. Over the past three years, most eyes and ears were focused on Europe - the genesis of 
Restrictions of Hazardous Substances (RoHS) and Electronic Waste Recycling (WEEE) began. With 
impetus from the EU, new RoHS and WEEE legislation has been created by: China, Japan, Korea, Canada 
and a few states in the US.  
 
Manufacturers whose products are in non-compliance will suffer serious repercussions including: fines, 
market exclusion and damage to the company’s reputation in some of the world’s highest growth markets.   
 
The only pragmatic answer is to implement specific steps to ensure internal and external procedures cover 
existing regulations, as well as upcoming regulations in countries, where regulations are in development. The 
following article outlines key legislation to allow manufacturers an ability to sell products on a global basis.  
 
Europe 
 
As of July 1, 2006, all 25 European Community Members, plus four EEA (European Economic Area) 
countries: Iceland, Norway, Liechtenstein and Switzerland have implemented RoHS. The RoHS 
Enforcement Guidance Document issued on May 2006 has two primary objectives:  
 

  “1.    To assist Member States with national enforcement of the RoHS Directive 
2. To provide clarity to industry on how producers may demonstrate compliance  

 with its requirements.” 
 
The Guide describes the “Enforcement Process” including criteria for choosing or, sampling products under 
the following criteria: 
 

•  Market intelligence 
•  Random selection 
•  Products known to contain materials of high concern 
•  High volume products 
•  Short life products 
•  Consumer products unlikely to be recycled 
•  Notification of concern from external parties 
•  Notification of concern from other Member States 

 
If concerns arise (for whatever reason) the Member State enforcement authority may take whatever actions 
are appropriate to the circumstances according to the powers assigned to them in national legislation; 
including the removal of the goods from the market.   
 
RoHS Compliance Documentation is described in Section 2 of this Document.  “While the overall approach 
to RoHS compliance is based on a Presumption of Conformity it is recognized that National Authorities will 
require self-declaration from producers as the key principle underlying the enforcement process.” 
 

1. Initial self-declaration;  
2. More detailed assessment in cases where evidence from the producer does not assure compliance. 
3. Detailed sampling and testing in cases of concern. 

 
 



List of Typical Documentation: 
 

1.  Contact information (Point of contact within the organization that will deal with the RoHS     
enforcement request) 

2. Company information (This should include the size of the organization, product range and 
approximate levels of sales) 

3. Approach to compliance (This should be a general overview of compliance systems that the 
company has in place; suitable for proving compliance to the RoHS Directive) 

4. An overview of the data quality systems (In cases where the producer relies significantly upon 
supplier information to demonstrate compliance) 

Two Stage Compliance System: 
Two routes are necessary to show “Best Practices” and demonstrate compliance: 
 

1. Route A - Process-based Technical Documentation (Typical information relating to the producer’s     
internal system to ensure RoHS compliance) 

2. Route B - Product/Part-based Technical Documentation (Typical information relating to a 
product’s/part’s physical attributes that ensures RoHS compliance of a specific product) 

 
Compliance Assurance System (CAS) is listed in the Table 2 and includes:  
 

1. A definition of the purpose of the system, its essential requirements and Specifications. The 
specifications should cover compliance for internal and external processes.   

2. A formally defined process to implement the requirements of the system; integrated within the 
organization’s quality management systems.  

3. A technical documentation system (paper and/or electronic) to support all processes and measures 
to assure conformity. The system should include requirements for training, work tools and 
infrastructure. 

 
Evidence of Active Control of the CAS: 
 
Results of internal and supplier audits to validate the Compliance System and/or processes; i.e., a supplier’s 
ability to assure compliance: 
 

• Evidence that the system is being followed including results of product specific conformance 
assessments comprising items such as: product assessments (including justification of RoHS 
categorization and use of exemptions), materials declarations, procurement, inventory and 
production controls and substance analysis where appropriate 

• Overview of any internal data system used for the management of RoHS Compliance data 
• Producers or suppliers warranties /certificates declaring that the use of the restricted substances is 

within the permitted levels 
• Producers or suppliers completed materials declaration for each part (including revision for revised 

parts) and justification of RoHS categorization and use of exemptions. These declarations would be 
limited to the list of RoHS substances, not full materials declarations 

• Analysis report for homogeneous materials in parts/components, (which could be the producers or 
suppliers own internal or external test results). The test results should refer to homogenous materials 
in parts/components. 

• Those who use approach B only (SMEs) must also provide evidence that procedures are being 
followed to show that materials declarations have been assessed to determine if they can be trusted. 
Enforcement authorities will also need to see documented compliance procedures 

 
It should be pointed out that testing (either nondestructive or destructive) to verify compliance with the 
requirements of the RoHS Directive will usually be seen as a last resort. However, the producers and/or the 
enforcement authorities may choose to carry out analytical testing of homogeneous materials in their 
products and/or specific components.  



 
Sample selection and testing procedures are not yet formalized; however, one specific example of a standard 
procedure for analytical testing (which is being widely promoted for use by the IT, telecom and consumer 
electronics sector) is IEC 62321.Ed.1, 111/54/CD. The draft standard was recently rejected by vote; however 
it is widely believed issues in dispute will be rectified. Available as a draft, it includes an annex of guidance 
for: Disassembly, sample selection and application of test methods.  
 
Taiwan  
 
As a major electrical and electronic equipment manufacturing country, the EU’s RoHS/WEEE Directives 
have had an affect in Taiwan.  On June 1, 2006 Taiwan’s Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection 
(BSMI) under the Ministry of Economic Affairs announced a new set of regulations to govern designated 
laboratories responsible for: inspection and testing of hazardous substances.  
 
BSMI will select qualified private laboratories to be in charge of inspection and testing work to ensure that 
electrical and electronic equipment containing lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalentchromium, 
polybrominated biphenyls and polybrominated diphenyl complies with the requirements of the EU 
Directives. 
 
Private laboratories that successfully pass accreditation by BSMI will be granted certificates to inspect EU-
bound electrical and electronic equipment as well as parts and components that contain hazardous 
substances, at the request of domestic manufacturers.  
 
Those manufacturers whose products are found free from the hazardous substances as set forth in the 
RoHS/WEEE Directives will receive inspection reports bearing BSMI emblems, which will enable them to 
easily export products to EU member states. 
 

China 
 
Just when the electronics industry thought that it had overcome the toughest regulatory hurdle with the EU’s 
RoHS Directive; China announced new regulations for Restricted Uses of Hazardous Substances – with 
mandatory implementation on March 1st 2007. 
 
After further scrutiny, most have discovered that China’s RoHS regulation is not the same as the EU’s. In 
fact, it is stricter.  
 
Manufacturers who make "Electronic Information Products" (EIP) as finished goods or, internal parts and 
components are subject to China's RoHS requirements. The list of EIP products is extensive, covering 
common electronic items that are often used in industrial and household products. 
 
China's RoHS Scheme imposes two stages of implementation, with compliance to the First Stage mandatory 
as of March 1, 2007. 
 
The First Stage is a marking regimen covering all products qualified as EIP products. Information must be 
provided through labeling and language in the product “User Manual” as follows: 
 

•  The name of the toxic substance or element 
•  The “safety period” of the product (the period when the electronic information product does not 

leak or mutate) 
•  The amount of the substance or element  
•  The location of the substance or element 
•  The recyclability of the substance or element 
•  The name and content of the packaging material, including recyclables 
•  Place of origin of product 



 
One of the marking requirements, described in Chapter 2, Article 13 requires listing the “toxic and harmful 
substances or elements” that are described in Chapter 1, Article 3 (4). This list is the same as the EU RoHS 
restricted materials list, but it also implies that other materials may be added in the future.  
 
According to another marking requirement (Article 14), the manufacturer must define the materials used for 
packaging, confirming that only non-toxic, harmless, readily degradable and recyclable materials were used 
and providing information on the recyclability of the packaging material.  
 
Labeling Requirements  
 
MII and related technical groups have proposed a number of exemptions from product labeling requirements, 
which focus on several factors, including whether the size and functional limitations of the electronic 
information product make it impractical to mark on the product itself. MII and the related technical groups 
are making final revisions to the measures governing labeling and any possible exemption issues. 
 
China’s Second Stage Implementation will restrict the level of hazardous substance to the same levels as 
found in the EU RoHS Directive. The primary difference is that China will require testing of products to 
prove compliance and CCC certification. A formal list or, Catalogue will be published most probably in late 
2007 or 2008.  
 
Enforcement and compliance surveillance  
 
Pre-market certification requirements constitute only one aspect of the enforcement and compliance 
surveillance system contemplated for China RoHS. The State Administration of Certification and 
Accreditation has a primary role with compliance and surveillance; though day-to-day surveillance will be 
carried out by provincial Commodity, Quality Inspection Bureaus, in a similar manner as it CCC Marking. 
 
Penalty provisions applicable to the private sector are set forth in Articles 22 and 23 of China RoHS. 
Although the types of penalties for violations remain ambiguous, these penalties typically include warnings, 
fines, product seizures, product repatriation orders (for imports), import or manufacture prohibition orders or 
facility shutdown orders. 
 
Understanding the implications of China RoHS for particular products and industry sectors will require 
patience, constant monitoring and explanations of the unique aspects of the Chinese legal system. Activity 
will no doubt intensify as we approach the initial effective date of March 1. Current projections, subject to 
change, are that MII and affiliated technical bodies will continue drafting implementing measures beyond the 
March 1st mandatory compliance date.  
 
Following typical rulemaking practice, the implementing measures would be issued in batches, after various 
industry groups have lobbied their interest with MII.  
 

United States  

Currently, there is no harmonized U.S. Federal Legislation or Program that covers Electronic Waste 
Recycling in all the States. Resolutions presented to the US Congress include: 
 

• House Resolution (HR) 425 - The National Computer Recycling Act that proposes a Grant program 
to encourage municipalities, individuals and organizations to start e-waste recycling programs.  

• House Resolution (HR) 320 or “TIER” Act of 2005– Tax Incentive to Encourage Recycling, 
amending IRS Code to provide tax incentives to manufacturers of cell phones, computers, 
televisions, etc. to start operating the recycling programs.  

•  Senate Bill S 510 - Electronic Waste Recycling Promotion and Consumer Protection Act that 
proposes to reduce and eliminate electronic waste (Computers, CRT’s, display devices) through 
recycling. 



 
None of these or, similar Bills were signed and it is difficult to predict whether the legislation will be re-
introduced after the mid-term elections.  

The State of California 
 
California was the first state to seriously implement RoHS type legislation when the “California Electronic 
Waste Recycling Act 2003 (SB 20)” was signed.  This Act represents a comprehensive recycling program 
established for waste collection reporting and collection procedures; whereby manufacturers and retailers are 
responsible for “Covered Electronic Devices”.   
 
“Covered Electronic Devices” presumed to be hazardous when discarded include: 
 

•  CRT and CRT containing devices 
•  Computer Monitors containing CRTs greater than 4” 
•  Laptop computers w/ LCD screens 
•  LCD containing desktop monitors 
•  Televisions containing CRTs or LCD screen 
•  Plasma televisions with screens greater than 4” 

 
California Assembly Bill 3001, currently under consideration, proposes to add computers to the list captured 
by “Covered Electronic Devices”. The California Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC) adopted 
regulations prohibiting the sale or offering of a “Covered Electronic Devices” in California if the device is 
also prohibited from sale in the European Union under the RoHS Directive. This regulation prohibits the use 
of the four RoHS heavy metals in “Covered Electronic Devices” – lead, mercury, hexavalent chromium and 
cadmium. The implementation of this regulation is currently scheduled for January 1, 2007. However, 
implementation and enforcement details need further clarification. 
 
The California Assembly is considering Bill 2202, which would expand the scope of items subject to the 
substance restriction from “Covered Electronic Devices” to all product categories, as set out in the EU’s 
RoHS Directive Annex IA. The proposed effective date is 2010. Enforcement procedures will be linked to 
the UK’s recently released guidance document.  

The State of Washington  
 
The 2006 Washington State Legislature created the Electronic Product Recycling Law Chapter 70.95N 
RCW. Manufacturers of computers, computer monitors, laptop and portable computers and televisions must 
provide recycling services throughout the state at no cost to households, small businesses, small local 
governments, charities and school districts.  
 
The Department of Ecology was tasked in creating the administrative rules for implementation of this new 
law. These rules require manufacturers of covered electronic products to go through the following steps: 
 

• Register with the Department of Ecology,  
• Pay an annual administrative fee to cover the agency’s costs 
• Brand their products sold in or into Washington State.  

 
The rule requires retailers to only sell branded products. Collectors and transporters registration requirements 
are also included. The rule prescribes the enforcement process and associated penalties for non-compliance. 
This rule is being promulgated under the authorities granted to the department under ESSB 6428, passed by 
the Washington State Legislature during it’s 2006 session, codified as RCW 70.95N. The rules currently 
being adopted are necessary in order to comply with the registration and fees due date of January 1, 2007 
established in the law.  
 
The department will be developing additional rules in relation to this new law throughout the upcoming year. 



New York City  

The New York City Bill that was signed into law on Dec 29, 2005 mandates the following: 
 

♦ No new covered electronic device purchased or leased by any Agency shall contain lead, mercury, 
cadmium, hexavalent chromium, polybrominated biphenyls or polybrominated diphenyl ethers, 
except as provided by rules promulgated by the director. 

♦ No new covered electronic device purchased or leased by any agency shall contain any hazardous 
substance in any amount exceeding that proscribed by the director through rulemaking.  

♦ In developing such rules, the director shall consider European Union directive 2002/95/EC and any 
subsequent material directive issued by the European Parliament and the Council of the European 
Union. 

♦ “Covered electronic devices” include display products only, not the same scope, as regulated in 
Europe. 

 

 
Canada 
 
Since 2002 Canada has developed environmental protection regulations with provincial jurisdiction. In June 
25, 2004, Canada’s Council of Ministers of the Environment (CCME) endorsed 12 national principles to 
guide the management of electronic waste. These principles state that responsibilities associated with the 
management of e-waste are to be "primarily borne by the producers of the products" and management costs 
are not to burden taxpayers. Requiring producers to internalize life cycle costs provides incentives to design 
environmentally safe products. 

Province of Alberta  
 
Alberta is a leader in environmental management programs. The first provincial electronic recycling 
program in Canada was created in this province. As of October 1, 2004, televisions, computers and related 
equipment originally destined for Alberta’s landfills are to be: collected, reused, recycled and/or turned into 
new products and economic opportunities for Albertans. 
 
In the initial phase of the program, televisions, computer monitors, CPUs, laptops, electronic notebooks and 
printers are accepted for recycling. As of February 2005, an environmental fee, ranging from $5 to $45 is 
placed on each product in the program.  
 
The Alberta Recycling Management Authority (ARMA) has a multi-stakeholder board responsible for 
overseeing mandated recycling programs in Alberta, including tire and electronic recycling. 

Province of Ontario 
 
The Waste Diversion Act 2002 established Waste Diversion Ontario (WDO) as a non-government 
corporation made up of business, municipal, government and non-governmental representatives to develop, 
implement and operate waste diversion programs for a variety of materials. The Ontario government directed 
the WDO to develop a program to prevent electronic and electrical equipment from going to landfills.  
 
As a result the legislation called “Ontario Regulation 393/04 - Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment” 
was filed on December 14, 2004. 
 
In this Regulation the following language is used to define products covered: 
 
“Waste electrical and electronic equipment” means a device that is waste, that required an electric current 
to operate and that is: 
 



• Household appliance, whether used inside or outside a home, including any device listed in 
Schedule 1, 

• Information technology equipment, including any device listed in Schedule 2, 

• Telecommunications equipment, including any device listed in Schedule 3, 
• Audio-visual equipment, including any device listed in Schedule 4, 
• Toy, leisure equipment or sports equipment, including any device listed in Schedule 5, 
• Electrical or electronic tool, including any device listed in Schedule 6, but not including a large-

scale stationary industrial tool, or 
• Navigational, measuring, monitoring, medical or control instrument, including any device listed in 

Schedule 7, but not including any implanted or infected medical instrument.” 
 
Each Schedule provides an extensive list of products that are covered by this Legislation. 
In April 2006 plans to move forward with the first phase of the E-Management Program were announced. 
 
Province of Nova Scotia 
 
A RoHS type regulation is has been under draft status including “public consultation”. A final regulation has 
not been announced. 

Province of Quebec 
 
A specially designated multi-stakeholder group is preparing Report for public consultation and review. It is 
necessary to point out that the industry is very active in the implementation of the E-Management Program 
in Canada. Leaders in Canada's consumer electronics and information technology industries have joined 
forces in Canada to create the non-profit organization, “Electronic Product Stewardship Canada (EPSC) 
founded in 2003. This organization is working closely with the Government to design and promote a 
stewardship program with a “shared responsibility model” involving government, manufacturers, retailers 
and consumers.    
 
Japan  
 
Japan is 15 years into an ambitious attempt to transform itself into a Recycling-Based Society through 
voluntary producer and consumer initiatives. METI (the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry) publishes 
guidelines for each business sector and commodity. 
  
As the world's number one developer and manufacturer of electronic components and PCBs, the entire 
electronics assembly industry has begun to pursue aggressively the removal of lead from the manufacturing 
process.  From the beginning, the target was to put in place is a removal of over 90% of lead by the end of 
2003. This does not cover offshore manufacturing, affecting only domestic production. The Japanese 
Electronic Industry & Technology Association (JEITA) is already working hard on developing 
manufacturing processes which eradicate lead from production and are well down the line investigating tin / 
bismuth / zinc (Sn / Bi / Zn) alloy solders. They are also recommending the implementation of SAC305. 
At this stage RoHS substances must be reported but are not banned.  
 
To comply with the regulation JIS C 0950, effective July 1, 2006, METI requires the declaration of RoHS 
hazardous substances used in seven categories of electrical and electronic equipment:  
 

• TVs,  
• Personal computers,  
• Microwave ovens,  
• Refrigerators,  
• Washing machines, 
• Clothes driers,  



• Unit-type air conditioners.  
 
Japan RoHS covers the same six substances called out by the EU RoHS Directive; however, Japan does not 
ban products containing these substances. Instead, products that exceed the limits of restricted substances are 
labeled “R”, while the products that do not exceed these values are labeled “G”.  
 
Japan's laws governing product take-back and recycling are among the most far-reaching and ambitious in 
the Asia region.  Japan's recycling and other product stewardship laws cover a wide-spectrum of electrical 
and electronic equipment, including many components 
 
Japan's policy and law initiatives in the areas of Design-for-Environment and product stewardship are also 
among the most aggressive in Asia. Japan has distinguished itself among the other governments in the 
region, and the rest of the world, by developing national policies to promote "sustainable development" 
through government, commercial and private recycling and other resource-use minimization efforts. As part 
of this system-wide policy development effort, Japan is adopting a number of laws that will constitute the 
country's legal system supporting a "recycling-based society."  
 
The Electronic Industries Alliance (EIA), in coordination with the Japan Green Procurement Survey 
Standardization Initiative (JGPSSI) is in the process of updating the current Joint Industry Guide for Material 
Composition Declaration for Electronics Products (JIG 101). 
 
South Korea 
 
Effective August 11,2007 the “Act for Recycling of Electrical/Electronic Products and Automobiles” will 
restrict the use of hazardous substances in such products and promote recycling. The requirements include 
marking of the products based on the content of hazardous materials in order to improve recycling 
efficiency.  
 
It will be manufacturers responsibility to collect and the material composition information and declare 
compliance to this Law. This information will have to be available to the authorized government surveillance 
officials upon request. 

What does it all mean for the OEM? 
 
Entire industries that have had minimal compliance requirements have quickly found that the rules have 
changes. In addition to managing their own products, most legislation requires monitoring and data 
collection from their supply chain. In addition, third-party involvement to assure collection, recycling, fee 
payments, etc. is now on the plate of the OEM.   
 
Companies who focused only on the EU’s Directive under the belief it was the most strict or if in compliance 
could meet any country’s requirements; have unfortunately found themselves scrambling for cover. Those 
who believed it was enough to simply collect Certificates of Compliance; or, those who have been counting 
on exemptions to escape compliance must re-evaluate their internal processes and procedures – otherwise, 
they may find products being banned from sale or, at a minimum severe scrutiny when entering countries 
that have imposed environmental regulations.   
 
Component manufacturers that have resisted requests for material declarations of their products and have 
only provided “Certificates of Compliance” or, vague assurances that they do not use restricted substances in 
their products may be forced to prove compliance through random testing.  
  
Any manufacturer that utilizes electrical or electronic parts and components in end products, must reassess 
how they define and/or develop products to successfully compete in a global economy with increasing 
environmental requirements.  
 
 





Key Players 
 
Standards Council of Canada (SCC) 
9 Grants National Accreditations 
9 Oversees all areas of safety 
 

Certification Organization (CO) 
9 Accredited by SCC 
9 Responsible for Certification of products based on their compliance with National Requirements. 

Testing Organization (TO) 
9 Accredited by SCC 
9 Conducts products tests based on the Canadian National Standards. 
 

Standards Development Organizations (SDO) are responsible for: writing, harmonizing and maintaining 
Canada’s National Standards. Provincial or Territorial Authorities enforce product compliance with national 
standards and local provincial/territorial requirements.  

Legal Requirements 
 
1) Product regulatory requirements are driven by the Provincial Authority, rather than by the Federal 
Government. Therefore, the requirements may differ depending on the Province, where they are to be used;  
2) Mandatory certification is required for all products; 
3) Electrical equipment cannot be offered for sale; unless the equipment is approved by Standards Council of 
Canada (SCC) accredited Certification Organization acceptable to provincial regulators;  
4) Canada is bilingual - manuals and markings must be in both English and French. 
 
Telecom Equipment 
 
Telecom & Radio products require Industry of Canada approval and must demonstrate compliance to safety, 
EMC and telecom requirements. Testing may be conducted outside Canada by accredited testing 
organizations. 
 
Medical Equipment 
 
As of January 1, 2003, Canadian regulations require that medical devices be designed and manufactured 
under a registered quality management system (QMS) that meets the criteria of International Standards 
Organizations (ISO) standards 13488-03 for Class II devices and 13485-03 for Class III and IV devices.  
 
The Canadian Medical Devices Conformity Assessment System (CMDCAS) (within the Therapeutic 
Products Directorate (TPD), in partnership with the Standards Council of Canada (SCC) were tasked with 
executing regulatory policy in that country. The SCC accredited organizations to register the QMS of 
medical device manufacturers. Only SCC-accredited registration bodies are eligible to register manufacturers 
for export into Canada. 
 
As of July 15,2006, QMS of medical manufacturers must comply with CAN/CSA-ISO 13485-2003. Medical 
Devices in Canada are classified as Class I through IV according to their risk to the human body. Class IV 
represents the highest risk according to RBCS (Risk Based Classification System), under the jurisdiction of 
Therapeutic Products Division of Health Canada. 
 
Classifications: 
 
1) Class I: lowest risk devices such as wound care and non-surgically invasive devices, such as mechanical 
barriers; 
2) Class II: low-risk devices including contact lenses and the majority of surgically invasive devices; 
3) Class III: medium risk devices such as hip implants, glucose monitors and surgically - invasive devices 





  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

China 

“Technical Regulation for Safety of Simple Pressure Vessels” TSG R0003-2006 was issued by General 
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ). The proposed adoption date is 
August 18, 2006. The proposed date, when this document comes into effect is August 1, 2007. 

 Description of content: This technical regulation lays down mandatory safety technical requirements for 
simple pressure vessels, which is composed of a cylindrical part of circular cross-section closed by 
outwardly dished and/or flat ends revolving around the same axis as the cylindrical part or two dished ends 
revolving around the same axis. The design pressure of the simple pressure vessels is less than 1.6MPa and 
the product of pressure and volume is less than 1000MPa·L. The simple pressure vessels contain air, nitrogen 
and vapor from medical distilled water, and with the design temperature not less than -20° and maximum 
working temperature not exceed of 150°. Carbon steel or austenitic stainless steel is used as the material of 
the simple pressure vessels. The purpose of this regulation is to ensure the safety of simple pressure vessels.  

Purchase Document Here (Note: Document in Simplified Chinese, English Translation 
Available Upon Request).  
 

Return to Table of Contents

 
Taiwan 
 
Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, Ministry of Economic Affairs (BSMI) issued a 
notification for Electric shredders and other digital audio recording apparatus (HS Codes 84 and 85) for the 
Separate Customs Territory of Taiwan, Kinmen and Matsu. The announcement is in regards to intension to 
regulate electric shredder and other digital audio recording as commodities subject to inspection. As of July 
1, 2007, all such products must be inspected by the Bureau of Standards, Metrology and Inspection, and 
must conform to the safety and EMC inspection requirements (except that the digital cameras and digital 
video cameras are required to comply with EMC requirements only) when imported or marketed. All the 
technical requirements for the aforementioned products are CNS standards that have been harmonized with 
relevant IEC or CISPR standards. This notice also provides the applicable conformity assessment 
procedures. The digital cameras and digital video cameras will be subject to Declaration of Conformity 
scheme, while others will be subject to a dual-track approach to conformity assessment procedures, namely 
Registration of Product Certification or Type-approved Batch Inspection.  
 
Relevant documents: The Commodity Inspection Act, CNS 14408, CNS 14336, CNS 13439, CNS 13783-1  
Click here for the full text regulation. 
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EU Publishes PPE Directive Guidelines 

 
The EU’s Commission publishes guidelines on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) (89/686/EEC) to serve 
as a reference guide for manufacturers, national regulatory and enforcement authorities.  The guide contains 
an updated Appendix for categorization of PPE and classifies groups of products not covered by the PPE 
directive.  Click here to download a copy of the guidelines.

Return to Table of Contents
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Standards Updated for EU’s General Product Safety Directive 
 
The EU Commission recently published a revised list of standards for the general product safety 
(2001/95/EC) necessary to demonstrate conformity.  Click here for a list of standards.
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THE COMPLETENESS OR ACCURACY OF SUCH OUTSIDE INFORMATION. AS SUCH SIMCOM AND/OR ITS
AFFILIATES ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY: ERRORS, OMISSIONS OR, INACCURACIES BASED IN WHOLE
OR, IN PART OF THE SAME. NO GUARANTEES OR WARRANTIES ARE MADE WITH RESPECT TO THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS PUBLICATION. THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS
PUBLICATION IS NOT INTENDED TO CONSTITUTE: LEGAL, ENGINEERING, ENVIRONMENTAL, SAFETY OR,
OTHER FORM OF PROFESSIONAL ADVICE AND SHOULD NOT BE RELIED UPON AS SUCH. 
 

http://www.esimcom.com/aak2_0_1_2/simcom_search/srch_hs_PSS.asp
http://www.esimcom.com/aak2_0_1_2/simcom_about/ab2_workshops_seminars.asp
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